Sept. 8.]
Rasay's 'carriage'
thread button. I never saw a figure that gave a more perfect representation of a Highland gentleman. I wished much to have a picture of him just as he was. I found him frank and polite, in the true sense of the word.
The good family at Corrichatachin said, they hoped to see us on our return. We rode down to the shore; but Malcolm walked with graceful agility.
We got into Rasay's carriage, which was a good strong open boat made in Norway. The wind had now risen pretty high, and was against us; but we had four stout rowers, particularly a Macleod, a robust black-haired fellow, half naked, and bareheaded, something between a wild Indian and an English tar. Dr. Johnson sat high on the stern, like a magnificent Triton. Malcolm sung an Erse song, the chorus of which was 'Hatyin foam foam cri,' with words of his own1. The tune resembled ' Oivr tlic muir aniau.g tlic heather.' The boatmen and Mr. M'Quccn chorused, and all went well. At length Malcolm himself took an oar, and rowed vigorously. We sailed along the coast of Scalpa, a rugged island, about four miles in length. Dr. Johnson proposed that he and I should buy it, and found a good school, and an episcopal church, (Malcolm2 said, he would come to it,) and have a printing-press, where he would print all the Erse that could be found.
Here I was strongly struck with our long projected scheme of visiting the Hebrides being realized'. I called to him, 'We are contending with seas;' which I think were the words of one of his letters to me4. 'Not much,'said he; and though the wind made the sea lash considerably upon
' See. fast, Oct. 5.
2  The Highlanders were all well inclined to the episcopalian form, proviso that the right king was prayed for.   I suppose Malcolm meant to say, ' I will come to your church because you are honest folk,' viz. Jacobites.   WALTER SCOTT.
3  See ante, \. 521, and ii. 332.
4  Perhaps he was thinking of Johnson's letter of June 20, 1771 (ante, ii. 162), where he says :—' I hope the time will come when we may try our powers both with cliffs and water.'
us,e Highlanders used to dye their variegated plaids and kilts into blue, green, or any single colour. WALTER. SCOTT.
